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Dear Horsemen, 
 
The IHHA is your association that works for your benefit. The IHHA consists of 15 Directors, plus staff that are 
merely an extension of who we all are. With Maywood and Balmoral Park out of business, we have seen our racing 
opportunities dwindle and our membership numbers as well. We need everyone involved in Illinois racing to 
return the enclosed membership application and support the organization that fights hard for a stronger future 
for all of us. So many of you have been lifelong members and we genuinely appreciate that, but others have 
recently lapsed.  
 
THIS COULD BE OUR YEAR: A bold statement? Yes it is. We understand that we’ve had our dreams of legislative 
assistance for a healthier horse industry squashed in the past. We’ve heard plenty of encouraging words from 
well-intentioned politicians yet, here we are, still stymied to compete with other states. So, why are we 
encouraged that this year be any different?  
 

 A new Governor that will work with the other leaders of the General Assembly. A new Governor that has 
an exceptional relationship with former Governor Jim Edgar, who is a strong proponent of helping the 
horse racing industry. 

 We’ve had a private, 90 minute meeting with Governor Pritzker, horsemen only. We believe he 
understands our current plight and will work with us to enhance our industry.  

 There is a gaming bill that is teed up and ready to go. This bill will bring “racinos” to Illinois and in doing 
so, it will eliminate recapture, it will give us a fair share of the profits for purses and will guarantee us our 
live racing opportunities. It allows for another standardbred track to be built, which is crucial to us. This 
gaming bill would return Illinois to a year round racing harness destination, with quality purses and a 
breeding program that would make us all proud.  

 
Of course, it would be foolish to make any promises or guarantees, but these are reasons to be optimistic. We 
believe that the only successful way out of our current situation is an expanded gaming bill which brings slots to 
the racetracks. However, besides pushing for this to happen, there are other day to day issues that we work on: 
 

 Allowing the legalization of sports and online betting has been a national and local hot topic recently. The 
IHHA has testified in front of the Illinois General Assembly on two different occasions, in support of this 
general idea as long as horsemen are included in the revenue stream. We did this in unity with the 
racetracks, along with supporting a potential new investor in a Chicagoland standardbred racetrack.    

 We do, on behalf of harness horsemen in Illinois, have a contract to race at Hawthorne Racecourse. While 
a copy of the contract can be found on our website, just a few of the highlights include: accident 
insurance for trainers and drivers, racebike insurance on race nights and insuring that the bookkeeper 
can work interactively with horsemen who have multiple accounts and partnerships.  

 We advocate for horsemen in front of the regulatory agency of Illinois horse racing, the Illinois Racing 
Board. This can be a daunting task and trying to get fair representation is always a challenge.  

 We communicate through our website and any and all means possible to keep everyone abreast of current 
happenings. The website contains plenty of stories and other pertinent information and easy links to 
other sources that horsemen may find useful.  

 We have assisted the County Fairs with the addition of 15 IHHA sponsored races.  
 Through our national affiliation with Harness Horsemen International, we continue to offer with a paid 

membership a 3rd party liability insurance policy.  

These are just a few examples of how the IHHA works on your behalf. So today, please fill out the enclosed 
membership application and send it in with your check for $40. Help us to restore the pride to this great sport 
that we all care for so much. Thank you.  

IHHA Board of Directors 


